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does, I would like to take this opportunity to
honor him.

Jerry has contributed to the Durango com-
munity his entire life. His friends and family
would most likely describe Jerry as a bit of a
character. When Jerry was only seventeen he
managed to make it on to the Paul Harvey
show with his comedic tale of an experience
he had as a volunteer firefighter. Jerry gained
this honor by starting a fire on his way to fight
a fire. On his way to the grass fire in
Hermosa, Colorado, Jerry forgot to release the
emergency brake, causing the brake pads to
catch fire and fall off. This in turn ignited a fire
at the Aspen Rose Campground, which ex-
ceeded the size of the Hermosa fire, requiring
more men to extinguish it.

Jerry will be fondly remembered by the nu-
merous guests who have been privileged to
enjoy his show. Jerry’s baritone voice is well
loved at the chuckwagon and will be greatly
missed. The Bar D originally hired Jerry to
work in their kitchen, but he quickly became a
well-loved voice on the stage. Jerry speaks
highly of the community that has shown him
such great support over the years. When Jer-
ry’s father passed on, and he was brought to
tears during his rendition of ‘‘How Great Thou
Art,’’ the community reached out to this man
that they love. While grateful for his friendship,
the Durango community will be sorry to see
Jerry leave.

Mr. Speaker, the State of Colorado is fortu-
nate to have citizens like Jerry Baxter within
one of its communities —someone who is will-
ing to go that extra mile for others.
Colleaugues, on behalf of the Western Slope
of Colorado, we wish Jerry, his wife LaVerna
and his children Justin, Shasta, Kyle and Kolt
all the best. The Durango community is fortu-
nate to call Jerry a friend.
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Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, as our entire
nation pauses to honor its fallen heroes, our
Memorial Day Observance has long held a
special significance in my Congressional dis-
trict. That’s because, in 1865, the village of
Waterloo, New York, became the first commu-
nity in America to set aside a day of remem-
brance for those who made the ultimate sac-
rifice in service to their country, and has since
been officially recognized as the birthplace of
our modern Memorial Day holiday.

Even with this proud history, this year’s Me-
morial Day will have an even greater signifi-
cance in our area of the country. That’s be-
cause on Thursday, May 31, 2001, we will pay
special tribute to the most decorated combat
veteran in American history, Lt. Col. Matt
Urban.

When President Jimmy Carter presented Lt.
Col. Urban with the Congressional Medal of
Honor, 35 years after his heroic feats in World
War II, the President described him as ‘‘The
Greatest Soldier in American history.’’ Born in
August of 1919 in Buffalo, New York, Matt
Urban received 29 awards and decorations,
including seven purple hearts, and the Silver

and Bronze Stars. Matt Urban’s bravery and
valor earned him virtually every combat medal,
as well as the nickname ‘‘the Gray Ghost,’’
from the German army.

While there are many stories of Matt
Urban’s feats, his heroism upon the D-Day In-
vasion is typical of the battlefield leadership he
exhibited during his time with the 60th Infantry
Regiment, 9th Infantry Division. Then-Lieuten-
ant Urban, despite a broken leg suffered dur-
ing his landing on Omaha Beach, led an at-
tack on German positions from the top of a
tank, which not only saved his men trapped on
the beach, but also drove the enemy off their
positions and off the beach.

Lt. Col. Matt Urban, an American hero,
passed away on March 20, 1995, as a result
of complications from a collapsed lung brought
on by one of his seven war wounds. He was
laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery, a
hero’s honor, well-deserved.

Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, May 31, 2001,
the man once dubbed ‘‘The Hero We Nearly
Forgot’’ will be remembered by his hometown
of Buffalo, New York, when the Lt. Col. Matt
Urban Monument Fund presents a day of ac-
tivities to honor and remember his bravery,
valor and service; and I ask that this Con-
gress, while pausing in memory of all those
who have fallen in defense of freedom and lib-
erty, join me in a special salute to our nation’s
most decorated combat veteran, Lt. Col. Matt
Urban.
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Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, as
we all reflect on the grave situation in the Mid-
dle East, I commend to all my colleagues the
following OpEd piece published in the May 18,
2001 San Diego Union Tribune.

NEGOTIATIONS CAN STOP BLOODSHED

(By Yuval Rotem)
Since the days of Sir Isaac Newton school-

children have been taught that for every ac-
tion there is a reaction, and that there is an
axiomatic distinction between cause and ef-
fect. This truth applies both to the world of
physics and to today’s conflict in the Middle
East.

For over eight months, the citizens of
Israel have been confronted with a virulent
campaign of violence and terror. Israel, like
any other nation, has a right and obligation
to react in order to protect the lives of its
citizens. The legitimacy of self-defense is a
foundation of international law and of the
United Nations Charter.

That both Israelis and Palestinians have
suffered due to the current uprising, there
can be no doubt. Yet while it may be easy to
assign equal blame to the two sides, there is
in truth no equivalence between the actions
of Palestinian terrorists and the reaction of
the Israelis whom they target.

If Chairman Yasser Arafat and other Pales-
tinian leaders were to call for a cessation of
shootings and bombings, an end to the vio-
lence would be well within reach. No such
calls have been issued, and the Palestinians
continue to shoot, and Israel is compelled to
react. That anyone is killed is unjustifiable,
but sometimes it is forgotten who exactly
started the shooting, and who continues to
deem indiscriminate killing as a legitimate
bargaining chip.

Israel cannot sit idly on the sidelines while
its people pay the ultimate price for the Pal-
estinian leadership’s opting for confronta-
tion over reconciliation. Palestinian leaders
and militias consider violence to be an effec-
tive tool in promoting a unilateral solution
to a conflict which Israel believes can only
be addressed via bilateral negotiation.

Palestinian gunmen purposely select tar-
gets with the intention of maximizing car-
nage and shock value. Suicide bombers and
explosive devices containing nails and shrap-
nel are employed in densely populated civil-
ian areas. Israeli children and adults are
maimed and murdered while shopping at the
mall or riding on the bus.

Israel, forced to defend itself, undertakes
operations designed to hamper further ter-
ror, striking only against those actively in-
volved in violence. For the most part, Israeli
reprisals against those initiating terror
strikes are extremely accurate. However,
sometimes unintended consequences have re-
grettably occurred.

There have even been instances when chil-
dren have been injured. In the vast majority
of cases, this takes place when Palestinian
children are intentionally used as human
shields serving as buffers for gunmen firing
upon Israeli targets. Remember that the
Israeli army is no longer deployed in Pales-
tinian populated areas. In order for stone-
throwing children to be within close prox-
imity to Israeli forces, they have to be con-
sciously transported to such locations by
their elders.

Despite this brutal tactic, Israeli forces do
their utmost to prevent casualties. Trag-
ically, a totally innocent child, five-month-
old Iman Haju, fell victim last week. She was
unintentionally killed in Israeli return fire,
which was directed at positions used by a
Palestinian mortar crew to bombard an
Israeli community just minutes earlier.

The fact is that terrorists have been con-
sistently launching mortars from civilian
sites such as school yards and apartment
buildings. By contrast, Palestinian militants
have routinely and specifically targeted
Israeli children. Shalhevet Pass, a 10-month-
old Israeli girl, was spotted, fixed and then
shot in the head by a Palestinian sniper in
March. In the past week, two 13-year-old
Israeli boys were brutally stoned to death,
and their bodies mutilated by terrorists
while hiking in a riverbed close to their
homes.

These are not cases of unintentional civil-
ian causalities. These and other Israeli chil-
dren were slain because their Palestinian
executioners found them to be useful targets.
Such heinous actions do not arise in a vacu-
um.

Since the Palestinian rejection of the pro-
posals offered by former Prime Minister
Barak and President Clinton, the Palestinian
Authority has carefully orchestrated a cam-
paign of hatred and incitement through its
official newspapers, television and radio sta-
tions, its schools and religious institutions.

Palestinian Authority spokesmen have
praised violence and suicide bombings. The
Palestinian Authority has freed known ter-
rorists from prison, and official Palestinian
police and security forces have joined in at-
tacks upon Israeli civilians with impunity.
Palestinians have employed illegal mortars
and anti-tank weapons against Israeli com-
munities, and heavy arms such as Katyusha
artillery rockets and shoulder-fired anti-air-
craft missiles are now being smuggled into
Palestinian territory.

The Palestinian leadership is doing noth-
ing to prevent further escalation of violence,
and the people of Israel are wondering just
exactly what the Palestinians are trying to
achieve.

An end to the occupation? Some 98 percent
of Palestinians already live under Pales-
tinian control. Statehood and independence?
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